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Oct 20 - Oct 24, 2025

Mon 20

Which of these people
takes care of trees?
(Display, for example,
a photo of a forester or
arborist and one of a
doctor.)

Question of the
Day

Art Children create
pages for a class book.

As you interact with
children in the interest
areas, make time to do
the following: 

Ask children to
imagine seeing
something in a
tree. Prompt
their ideas with
the following
refrain: [Gracie,
Gracie] what do
you see? I see a
[monkey] in my
tree. 

Assist them in
writing the
adapted refrains
as the captions
for their
illustrations.
Invite them to
write their

Choice Time

Tue 21

How do we take care
of trees? 

Question of the
Day

Art Children continue
working on pages for
the class book.

As you interact with
children in the interest
areas, make time to do
the following: 

Ask children to
imagine seeing
something in a
tree. Prompt
their ideas with
the following
refrain: [Gracie,
Gracie] what do
you see? I see a
[monkey] in my
tree. 

Assist them in
writing the
adapted refrains
as captions for
their
illustrations.
Invite them to
write their
names and any
other words or

Choice Time

Wed 22

What is your favorite
leaf color? 

Question of the
Day

Art Children continue
working on pages for
the class book.

As you interact with
children in the interest
areas, make time to do
the following: 

Ask children to
imagine seeing
something in a
tree. Prompt
their ideas with
the following
refrain: [Gracie,
Gracie] what do
you see? I see a
[monkey] in my
tree. 

Assist them in
writing the
adapted refrains
as the captions
for their
illustrations.
Encourage them
to write their
names and any
other words or

Choice Time

Thu 23

What foods do you like
to eat?

Question of the
Day

Art Children continue
working on pages for
the class book.

Cooking Children
make lemonade.

As you interact with
children in the interest
areas, make time to do
the following: 

Ask children to
imagine seeing
something in a
tree. Prompt
their ideas with
the following
refrain: [Gracie,
Gracie] what do
you see? I see a
[monkey] in my
tree. 

Assist them in
writing the
adapted refrains
as the captions
for their
illustrations.
Invite them to
write their

Choice Time

Fri 24

How tall were you
when you were a
baby? (Have the
children put pieces of
masking tape on the
wall with their names
on them to mark their
answer. Save these
markings for future
comparisons.)

Question of the
Day

Art Children refer to a
landscape painting as
inspiration for their
art.

As you interact with
children in the interest
areas, make time to
do the following: 

Talk to children
about their
artwork. 

Ask them to
explain how they
created their
art. 

Choice Time

Large Group

💡 Learn more: Teach

Trees Trees
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names and any
other words or
letters that they
can write. 

Save the pages,
and add them to
other pages the
children will
make for a class
book. 

Taking Care of Us and
Taking Care of Trees
Document people and
tools that help care for
people.

Opening
Routine 

Sing a welcome
song and talk
about who’s
here. 

Song,
Movement, or
Game 

Use 

.

Discussion and
Shared
Writing:

Taking Care of Us
and Taking Care of
Trees 

Prepare a chart
with two
columns. Label
them “Who takes
care of us?” and
“Who takes care
of trees?” 

Large Group

Mighty
Minutes 44, “Two
Plump
Armadillos”

letters that they
can. 

Save the pages
throughout the
week and add
them to a class
book. 

How do we Take Care
of Trees Write down
all the ways students
say to take care of
trees 

Opening
Routine 

Sing a welcome
song and talk
about who’s
here. 

Song,
Movement, or
Game

Use 

.

Discussion and
Shared
Writing:

Visitor Who Takes
Care of Trees 

Introduce the
visitor who takes
care of trees. 

Ask the visitor to
talk about his or
her job and the
tools involved in
it. 

Invite the
children to ask

Large Group

Mighty
Minutes 51,
“High in the
Tree”

letters that they
can write. 

Save the pages
to add to those
the children
worked on
throughout the
week for a class
book. 

Leaves collect leaves
outside and talk about
the different colors,
shapes, and textures. 

Opening
Routine 

Sing a welcome
song and talk
about who’s
here. 

Song,
Movement, or
Game

Use 

.

Discussion and
Shared
Writing:

Recalling the Tree
Expert 

Recall with the
children
yesterday’s visit
from a tree
expert. 

Tell something
you learned from
the expert. 

Large Group

Mighty
Minutes 26,
“Echo
Clapping”

names and any
other words or
letters they can
write. 

Have children
help you bind
the illustrated
pages as a class
book. 

Help the children
make lemonade
in the Cooking
area. Invite them
to do as much of
the activity as
possible by
themselves,
including
reading the
recipe chart. See

.

Intentional
Teaching
Experience LL24,
“Lemonade”

Planting a Tree Talk
about how to plant a
tree

Opening
Routine 

Sing a welcome
song and talk
about who’s
here. 

Song,
Movement, or
Game

Use 

.

Discussion and
Shared
Writing:

Large Group

Mighty
Minutes 51,
“High in the
Tree”

We Grow and Trees
Grow Discuss how
both people and trees
grow over time.

Opening
Routine 

Sing a welcome
song and talk
about who’s
here. 

Song,
Movement, or
Game

Use 

.

Discussion and
Shared
Writing:

We Grow and Trees
Grow 

Show the
children a
picture of
yourself as a
baby. 

Explain, “I used
to be a very
small baby. I
grew a little
bigger every
year. My body
changed, and it
grew taller. Now
that I’m an
adult, I’ve
stopped growing
taller.” 

Use a lifelike
baby doll to
compare your
height as a baby
with your height

Mighty
Minutes 28,
“Counting
Calisthenics”
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Say, “Even the
armadillo has
someone to take
care of him: his
dad.” 

Ask, “Who takes
care of us?”
Record the
children’s
responses in the
appropriate
column on the
chart. 

Ask, “What tools
do these people
use to take care
of us?” If the
children need
help, suggest
that a mother
might use a
thermometer
when a child is
sick and that a
doctor uses a
stethoscope to
listen to hearts.
Record the
children’s
responses. 

Say, “I wonder
who takes care
of trees. I
wonder what
kinds of tools
those people use
to care for the
trees.” 

Before transitioning to
interest areas, talk
about the
bookmaking materials
in the Art area. Discuss
how the children can
use them to illustrate
pages for a class
book. 

Growing Trees

Read Growing Trees. 

Read-Aloud

their questions
from yesterday’s
large-group
roundup and
from the
question of the
day. 

Record the
visitor’s
responses. 

Before transitioning to
interest areas, talk
about the
bookmaking materials
in the Art area. Discuss
how the children can
use them to illustrate
pages for a class
book. 

Charlie Anderson

Read Charlie
Anderson. 

Before Reading

Show the cover of the
book and read the
title. 

While Reading

Pause occasionally,
inviting children to
comment on the
events of the story. 

After Reading

Talk about Charlie
Anderson’s experience
walking through the
woods. Ask, “What do
you think it was like
for Charlie to walk
through the woods?
How do you think he
felt? What other
animals do you think

Read-Aloud

Ask the question
of the day. 

Record the
children’s
responses. 

Ask, “What do
trees need to be
healthy and
strong?” 

Record the
children’s
responses. 

If the visitor
didn’t answer
that question
yesterday, use
Growing Trees to
help children
find the
information. 

Before transitioning to
interest areas, talk
about the
bookmaking materials
in the Art area. Discuss
how the children can
use them to illustrate
pages for a class
book. 

Growing Trees

Read Growing Trees. 

Before Reading

Ask, “What do you
remember about this
book?” 

While Reading

Point out interesting
details in the pictures
and reinforce the
words forester,
nursery worker, and
arborist. 

After Reading

Read-Aloud

Planting a Tree 

Remind children
how the girl in
Growing Trees
planted her tree. 

Say, “Today, I
need your help
to plant a tree of
our own.” 

With the
children’s help,
transplant a
small tree to a
larger pot or
plant a tree
outdoors. 

Talk about the
parts of the tree
as you plant it,
e.g., the trunk,
roots, and
crown. Remind
children about
the jobs each
different tree
part performs.
Say, for example,
“The roots go
deep into the
ground. They
hold the tree
steady. They also
get water and
nutrients from
the soil to help
the tree grow.” 

Ask, “How
should we care
for our tree?” 

Record the
children’s
responses. 

Before transitioning to
interest areas, talk
about the
bookmaking materials
in the Art area. Discuss
their use for

as an adult.
Invite the
children to
compare their
heights with the
doll’s height. 

Review the
question of the
day. 

Ask, “How tall do
you think you
will be when you
are an adult?” 

With the
children’s help,
stack cardboard
blocks or other
large,
lightweight
building blocks
to the height
that individual
children predict
they will be.
Take pictures of
the children next
to the stacked
blocks. 

Explain, “When
trees are planted
and when they
grow from
seeds, they are
very small. They
grow taller every
year, just as we
do. We know
from reading
about trees and
planting our tree
that they need
soil, sunlight,
and water to
grow. Growing
taller is one way
that trees
change.” 

Ask, “Can you
think of other
ways that trees
change?” Record
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Before Reading

Remind children
about the “Who takes
care of trees?”
question from large-
group time. Show the
cover, and read the
title of the story. Say,
“I wonder whether
we’ll find an answer to
our question in this
book. Let’s read it to
find out.” 

While Reading

Explain the following
terms: national forest,
forester, nursery
worker, and arborist. 

After Reading

Refer to your chart
from large-group time.
Ask, “What did this
book tell us about who
takes care of trees and
the tools they use?”
Record children’s
ideas on the chart. Tell
the children that the
book will be available
on the computer in the
Technology area. 

: Children
read their names on
name cards and sing a
song about each
person.

Knowing Our Friends 
Review 

Small Group

Intentional
Teaching Experience
LL30, “Knowing Our
Friends”

Intentional
Teaching
Experience LL30,

he met along the
way?” 

: Children
use yarn to measure
and compare the
circumferences of
objects.

How Big Around? 
Use 

Have the
children
measure the
circumference of
several large tree
parts from the
collection. Assist
them, as
needed. 

Small Group

Intentional
Teaching Experience
M62, “How Big
Around?”

Intentional
Teaching
Experience M62,
“How Big
Around?”

Game Children use a
thumbs-up or thumbs-
down gesture to
indicate whether they
think two words
rhyme.

Use 

.

Mighty
Minutes®

Mighty Minutes 33,
“Thumbs Up”

Mighty
Minutes 33,
“Thumbs Up”

Outdoors

Intentional
Teaching Experience

Talk about the
similarities between
what the visitor said
about caring for trees
and what the book
says about tree care. 

Children make letters
out of playdough

Molding Dough 

Use 

.

Small Group

Intentional
Teaching
Experience M15,
“Molding
Dough”

Handwriting Without
Tears Workbooks.

Choice Time

Game Children use a
thumbs-up or thumbs-
down gesture to
indicate whether they
think two words
rhyme.

Use 

.
Try the
alliterative
variation.

Mighty
Minutes®

Mighty Minutes 33,
“Thumbs Up”

Mighty
Minutes 33,
“Thumbs Up”

:
Children practice
using an underhand

Outdoors

Intentional
Teaching Experience
P09, “Up and Away”

illustrating pages for a
class book. Also
explain the recipe
found in Come Cook
With Me and
ingredients for making
lemonade in the
Cooking area. 

Our Tree Named Steve

Read Our Tree Named
Steve. 

Before Reading

Ask, “What is the
name of this book?” 

While Reading

Talk about what the
family did to care for
the tree. 

After Reading

Vote on a name for the
class tree. 

Read-Aloud

:
Children arrange a
group of items into
patterns.

Patterns in Trees 
Use 

.

Invite children to
look closely at a
few tree cookies
(cross sections
revealing the
rings). Talk
about what they

Small Group

Intentional
Teaching Experience
M14, “Patterns”

Intentional
Teaching
Experience M14,
“Patterns”

the children’s
responses. Save
the chart for
tomorrow’s
large-group
discussion. 

Before transitioning to
interest areas, talk
about the landscape
painting in the Art
area. Discuss how the
children can use it as
inspiration for their
own artwork. 

When the Monkeys
Came Back

Read When the
Monkeys Came Back. 

Before
Reading

Show the cover and
ask, “Who can tell us
what this book is
about?” Read the
title. 

While Reading

Pause occasionally to
point out the details in
the illustrations. 

After Reading

See 

 to discuss
Doña Marta’s feelings
at the end of the
story. 

Read-Aloud

Intentional
Teaching Experience
SE05, “Character
Feelings”

:
Children use

Small Group

Intentional
Teaching Experience
M21, “Geoboards”
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.
“Knowing Our
Friends”

Game Children use
shape cards to play a
modified version of
“Musical Chairs.”

Use 

.

Mighty
Minutes®

Mighty Minutes 52,
“Walk Around the
Shapes”

Mighty
Minutes 52,
“Walk Around
the Shapes”

:
Children practice
punting balls.

Use 

.

Outdoors

Intentional
Teaching Experience
P13, “Punting”

Intentional
Teaching
Experience P13,
“Punting”

Connect with Families
and share what their
child learned today.

Family
Partnerships

Letter of the Week

Tt. Tt writing practice.

Small Group

:
Children practice
tossing and catching
balls.

Use 

.

P07, “Balloon Catch”

Intentional
Teaching
Experience P07,
“Balloon Catch”

Connect with Families
and share what their
child learned today.

Family
Partnerships

Number of the Week

Number 4. Number 4
writing practice. 

Small Group

toss to get a ball into a
basket or other target.

Use 

.

Intentional
Teaching
Experience P09,
“Up and Away”

Connect with Families
and share what their
child learned today.

Family
Partnerships

Color of the Week

Orange. Orange
collage. 

Small Group

notice. Point out
the ring pattern. 

Have children
draw patterns
inspired by their
investigation of
the tree cookies. 

Game Children echo
clapping patterns.

Use 

.

Mighty
Minutes®

Mighty Minutes 26,
“Echo Clapping”

Mighty
Minutes 26,
“Echo
Clapping”

: Children follow
signals to stop and go
on the playground.

Use 

.

Outdoors

Intentional
Teaching Experience
P18, “Dribbling a
Ball”

Intentional
Teaching
Experience P18,
“Dribbling a
Ball”

Connect with Families
and share what their
child learned today.

Family
Partnerships

Shape of the Week

Small Group

geoboards and
geobands to create
and identify different
shapes.

Shapes, Shapes,

Shapes 
Use 

.

Intentional
Teaching
Experience M21,
“Geoboards”

Song Children sing a
familiar song and
replace some of the
words in the song with
claps.

Use 

.

Mighty
Minutes®

Mighty Minutes
08, “Clap the Missing
Word”

Mighty
Minutes 08,
“Clap the
Missing Word”

Children pretend to be
squirrels playing in
the trees.

Invite children to
pretend to be
squirrels playing
in the trees.

Use positional
words to tell the
“squirrels”
where to run
next, e.g.,
behind the tree,
in front of the
tree, or next to
the tree.

Outdoors

Kangaroo1



Square. Can you draw
a square? 

Connect with Families
and share what their
child learned today.

Family
Partnerships

Review

Review our letter,
number, color and
shape of the week. (Tt,
4, orange, square)

Small Group
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